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Toxicity of antibiotics and other drugs to Neurospora 
Abstract 
Toxicity of antibiotics and other drugs for Neurospora 
This research note is available in Fungal Genetics Reports: https://newprairiepress.org/fgr/vol21/iss1/6 
These mutants could be of general use in two different ways: I)  os mole  parents in test crosses to putative female steriles or in
ony cross where the identity of the female parent is important; 2) os genetically marked  helper nuclei used to correct the female
sterile defect in female sterile mutants. We have tested these mutants in both capacities.
In testing putative female sterile strains, it sometimes hoppens  that the supposed mole parent itself grows and forms the protoperi-
thecio  which ore then fertilized by the putative female. This con obscure the tests for female fertility which might otherwise be
relatively clear. One way to get around this problem is by using female sterile strains os the fertilizing parent in o cross. However,
a  few female sterile strains hove been tested here for use os male parents in test crosses. All were found to give lower levels of
fertilization than wild type. The F mutants  described here show no lowered level of ability  to function os the mole parent in o
cross. If the per pore”+ functions os the female this con be immediately  seen because the perithecia  ore yellow instead of block.
Thus the gene=  identity of the mole and  female porentr  con be determined by inspection.
Many  female sterile strains  con be helped through o cross a the female parent if they ore put into o heterocoryon  with a female
fertile strain. This heterokaryon  is then used os the female pore”+. A number of investigators hove used this method of crossing
female  sterile strains.  per female fertile/per+ female sterile heterokoryons offer on odditionol  convenience if oscus dissection is
desired. The osci in wGh  the per+ nucleiof  interest are participating  con be recognized because  they segregate 8:O  instead of
the 4:4  spore color pattern of ~7  By coupling appropriate biochemical markers to the per nucleus and/orby  using the per os the
male parent in the cross also, random spores from the desired mating con be isolated fromTe  some cross.
-
per might also be conveniert  for studies of interallelic recombination. Apparent interallelic recombination has  been observed
in&ses of various  per alleles. The block ascospares  provide o very easy means  of detecting recombination  which could be used
either with rondom  spores or with intact osci. The inability of E spores to withstand heat shock would serve os on additional
means of recombinant selection.
_-_ Deportment of Genetics, University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98105.
Chalmers, J. H. Toxicity of antibiotics In o scorch for agents  suitable  for isolating cytoplosmicolly-inherited  drug--
ond zother  drugs  to Neurospora. resistant mutants, o number of antibiotics, ontibocteriols,  respiratory inhibitorsond compounds known to induce the “petite” phenotype in yeast were examined.
Toxicity tests were performed in 2 mls  of Vogel’s Medium N in 4-inch stationary
test tubes. Sucrose ot 2% (w/v)  was  used 3s  o fermentable carbon source; sodium acetate at 40 millimolor  or glycerol at 2% was
employed os o non-fermentable substrate. The pH  of the drug-containing media was  either pH  5. B-6.5 (low pH)  or pH 7.5-8.5
(high pH),  and the growth rate of 74A was  found to be reasonably good over  this entire range. Germinating conidio of five-doy-
old cultures of 74A were added to o final  concentration  of approximately 106  conidio/ml,  and the cultures were incubated ot 34”
for 5 days. The concentmtions  of the drugs given in Table 1 [following page  lore either those which permitted no virible growth
in 5 days, or the highest concentrations which, for technical reasons, were tested.
In general, aminoglycoside  antibiotics ore ineffective, except for kasugomycin  and poromomycin. Mocrolides  ore toxic only ot
the higher pH  and show little discrimination between fermentable and non-fermentable carbon sources. In fact,  o good portion of
the differences seen between the hvo  carbon sources and the two pH’s  is probably due to the differences in growth rate observed
under these conditions in the absence  of ony drugs.
This work was  supported by USPHS Post-doctoral Fellowship 5-F JbZ-GM-32,085-02  to the author ond Training Grant
5-T@l-GM00367-12  to the Department of Genetics, University of California ot Berkeley.
- - - Research Laboratories, Merck, Sharp ond Dohme, Rohwoy, NJ 07065.












Amount of drug/ml of medium
Growth still observed ot this cone
Approximate limit of growth
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